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On June 2, the Cronista Comercial reported that the government's National Atomic Energy
Commission has drawn up plans for a nuclear waste dump in Patagonia near the border with Chile.
The commission will soon submit a feasibility study and engineering plans for the disposal facility to
President Carlos Menem. The site chosen for the dump is in Chubut province, 1,500 km. southwest
of Buenos Aires and about 200 km. from the border with Chile. According to the Cronista, the facility
will have a 150-metric ton capacity for nuclear waste. At present, Argentina has two nuclear power
plants which use uranium fuel Atucha Uno, which went into operation in the early 1970s and has
a 300 megawatt capacity, and Embalse, a plant that went into operation in the 1980s and has a 600
megawatt capacity. Construction on a third nuclear power plant, Atucha Dos, has been halted for
lack of funds. The study calls for sealing waste in special containters of glass, steel and lead that
are designed to last more than 10,000 years, according to the report. The containers would then
be buried at depths of 500 meters in galleries 25 meters apart, the newspaper said. In 1990, a local
chapter of the Greenpeace environmental group charged that the government planned to accept
nuclear waste from industrialized countries. The government denied the charge. Meanwhile, three
other provinces in Patagonia Neuquen, Rio Negro, and Tierra del Fuego have banned the storage
or transfer of radioactive material through their territory. Tierra del Fuego banned all nuclear
activity. Officials in Santa Cruz province are currently debating a similar ban, leaving Chubut as
the only province in Patagonia with no laws to bar the construction of a nuclear dump. The Chubut
provincial government, however, is considering putting the issue to a referendum. Patagonia, an
arid plain that covers the extreme southern end of the South American continent, has only 1.3
million people in an area covering 800,000 square kilometers (309,000 square miles). Last year,
Menem said plans for the facility had been shelved.
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